"ORION"  HORNE

THE publication of the love letters which passed,
in 1845 and 1846, between Robert Browning and
Elizabeth Barrett blew a little of the dust off
several names which were brightly before the
public then and have become sadly obscured since.
The two learned lovers speak of Mr. Serjeant
Talfourd and of his incomparable tragedy of
" Ion/' of Sir John Hanmer and his sonnets, of
the terrible criticisms of Chorley, of the writings
of Abraham Heraud and Silk Buckingham and
Cornelius Mathews. These are faded notorieties
with a vengeance. But amongst these names,
faintly echoing from the earliest Victorian period,
we meet with one more than the rest deserving
of perpetuation, with at all events a greater mass
of actually accomplished work attached to it, the
name of Mr. Home, the author of " Cosmo de
Medici/' of " Gregory VIL," and, above all, of
" the farthing epic/' the once extremely celebrated
"Orion." And with this there comes vividly back
to me a vision of an extraordinary personage, of
whom I saw a great deal in my youth, and of
whom I feel disposed to garner some of my
impressions before I lose them.
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